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Platteville, WI 

From The President 

Dear Chamber 

Members, 

Winter has  

finally come! 

The  

snowmobilers 

and cross-country skiers are 

enjoying this wintery season. 

Katie's Garden is stunning 

with the icy creek,  

snow-covered hillside, and 

frost glistening trees. There is 

so much beauty in this part of 

the state. We are blessed to be 

able to experience all four 

seasons. The only thing that 

Tom Sigwarth, Chamber President 

would make it better would be 

if the Packers were in the  

Super Bowl. :) 

Chamber member renewals are 

going strong in 2012. Thank 

you for your continued  

support. 

Make sure you take care of 

your loved one on Valentine's 

Day on Tuesday, February 

14th. Later that same week, we 

have our 49th Annual  

Celebration planned. We are 

excited to recognize the  

recipients of the annual Virtue 

Awards on Friday, February 
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Upcoming Chamber Events 

¶ The Chamberôs 2012 Shop Local Campaign is just starting off. If you are interested in 

being a sponsor there are more details are available inside on Page 13 

¶ The Chamberôs 49th Annual Celebration will be held on Friday, February 17th at the 

Velzy Commons in Ullsvik Hall. Deadline to RSVP is Friday, February 10th! Details in-

side on page 6. Sponsorships for this annual event are still available. Contact Debi @ 

348-8888 for more information.  

¶ Chamber and Confucius Institute Trip to the Chicago Chinatown on April 28th.  

       Celebrate Chicagoôs Chinatown 200th Anniversary and experience this historic area!     

       More details on page 12 

¶ Chamberôs Annual Golf Outing will be held Friday, June 8th at the Platteville Golf & 

Country Club. Registration at 11am and shot gun start at noon! 

 

2012 Business After Hours Contact Us: 

Friend Us 

on  

Facebook! 

 

Search  

Platteville Area 

Chamber of  

Commerce on 

Facebook and 

friend us to stay 

updated on  

everything  

happening at the 

Chamber 

Mark your calendars for these 2012 Business After Hours. 2012 dates are still 

available. Contact Debi at the office for more details  

and to reserve your date today! 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday  
8am - 5pm 

Connection ~ 

Vision ~  

 Education 

Friday, February 17, 2012 - Annual Celebration @ Velzy Commons 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 - Southwest Health Center 

Wednesday, April 11, 2012 - Mound City Bank 

Wednesday, May 9, 2012 - ManorCare 

Wednesday, June 20th, 2012 - Pioneer Ford 

17th in Velzy Commons,  

Ullsvik Hall on the  

UW-Platteville campus. It's a 

great time to network with 

fellow chamber members.  

Social hour starts at 4:30pm, 

dinner will be served at 5:30 

and the program will be at 

6:15. Make your reservations 

to attend today! 

 

May you have  

a prosperous 2012, 

-  Tom Sigwarth 



òOur Business 

After Hours are 

open to your 

entire staff.  Join us 

each month for 

this great 

networking 

opportunityó 

Kathy Kopp, 

Executive Director  
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Welcome!  

On January 11th, the Confucius Institute of the University of Wiscon-

sin Platteville hosted the Chamberôs January Business After Hours. 

Chamber members were treated to demonstrations of Chinese traditional 

calligraphy & paper cutting. Xianghua Han (Shell) performed the Chi-

nese national anthem and another Chinese traditional tune. Chinese cui-

sine was served for the guests. Donna Hoppenjan won the drawing for a 

free class on Chinese culture or a free trip for the Chamber and Confu-

cius Instituteôs Chinatown trip on April 28th. See the flyer in this news-

letter for more details. 

For more details on the Confucius Instituteôs Spring programs and 

classes, please see pages 10, 11 & 12 in this newsletter or you can find 

them online at: www.uwplatt.edu/confucius  

All Chamber members and their  

employees are always welcome to  

attend  Business After Hours! 

Join us next month at the Southwest 

Health Center on March 7th, 2012 

Pictured: Back Row: Chamber Vice 

President Vicki Pluemer, Marian Maciej-

Hiner, Anna (Hongwei Wang), Tricia 

Reuter, Shell (Xianghua Han),  

Pro. David Van Buren.  
Front: Eileen (Lin Wu), Amy West and 

Jacky (Chengwu Xia) 

On January 7th, the 14th Annual Santa Bucks 

auction was held at the Platteville Elks lodge. 

The Chamber staff was excited to announce that 

this was our most successful Santa Bucks  

Promotion ever! With last yearôs record setting 

amount of receipts redeemed at $226,000, this 

yearôs record left it far behind with $287,000 in 

local receipts spent from November 18 -  

December 31!  A Big Thank You to all of Santa 

Buckôs sponsors for making this Shop Local 

Promotion possible.  

Xianghua Han (far right) presents 

Kathy Kopp with a poem of her own  

composition written in traditional  

Chinese characters 

A Big Thank 

You to Gary & 

Jason Bell and 

their crew for 

helping us out!  

2011 Major Corporate Sponsors 



business, ask businesses if they are a 

chamber member.  If they are not, ask 

them to consider joining and then let 

me know and I will be more than happy 

to follow up with them.  The Board of 

Directors will be focused on making 

many of these connections and we 

would like to ask that you support 

them, and the Chamber, in this goal.  

The member-to-member connection is a 

strong one! 

 

2012 is off to a great start and we are 

looking to another positive year for the 

Platteville community.  I am confident 

that by staying on track with our goals, 

the Chamber will help drive business to 

each and every member! 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Kopp 

Executive Director 

Dear Chamber Members, 

Happy 49th Anniversary to the 

Platteville Area Chamber of Com-

merce! 

 

Our Ambassadors and Chamber 

staff have been very busy readying 

everything for our Annual Celebra-

tion and Virtue Awards Night which 

is being held on Friday, February 

17th.  This is truly one of the most 

important events that we host each 

year, a time when Chamber mem-

bers come together to celebrate the 

accomplishments of our organiza-

tion and look toward the future.   

We are celebrating our 49th anniver-

sary as an organization, and we 

should all be very proud of the in-

credible amount of positive things 

that have taken place within our 

City. 

 

Along with celebrating with our 

members, we will be presenting the 

annual awards ï Business Persons 

of the Year; Community Spirit 

Award; Community Service Award; 

Outstanding Award in the Field of 

Agriculture; Presidentôs Award for 

Outstanding Chamber Service; Life-

time Service Award; and a new one 

added this year the Youth Spirit 

Award.  Please plan to attend and 

support the recipients of these ex-

ceptional recognitions. 

 

We are also continuing our member-

ship drive with the goal of increas-

ing our membership to 350 by the 

end of 2012!  As chamber members, 

we would like to ask that you help 

us reach that goal by encouraging 

businesses who are not currently 

chamber members to become mem-

bers.  The more members we have, 

the more promotion and program-

ming we will be able to do which 

will all benefit each and every one 

of you.  As you are doing your daily 

From The Executive Director Kathy Kopp 

Executive Director 

On January 25, the Platteville Chamber and TRICOR  

Insurance hosted a Concealed Weapons Seminar at First  

National Bankôs Community Room. Attorney Mike Olds from 

Kopp McKichan, LLP presented information on the new State 

law and answered questions from attendees about the new 

Concealed Carry Law and itôs possible effects on the business 

community.  

Mike Olds,  

Attorney & Vice  

President,  

Chamber of 

Commerce  

Attendees watch the PowerPoint  with details 

about the new law and itôs impact 

Concealed Weapons Seminar Sponsored by: 
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Jim Gillôs Family Room Tour 

Jim Gillôs music play creates a family room in the concert hall! Coming to Platteville High School Auditorium! Free concert for 

kids & families, Friday March 8, 2012 6:30pmð7:30pm. Sponsored by the UW-Platteville, office of Continuing Education.  

Inventor and CEO, Scott Fulton to speak at the next Grant County Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club Meeting on  

February 9 at Southwest Technical College 

As a part of the ongoing educational series, the Grant County Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club invites you to attend our next 

meeting on Thursday, February 9 at Southwest Technical College in Fennimore from 7 PM to 9 PM in Room 492.  The meeting 

is free and open to the public.   The topic for the evening is ñDeveloping an Idea from Invention to Business-Lessons 

Learnedò.  Mr. Scott Fulton, founder and CEO of BioSystem Development, will share with us his personal journey of discovery, 

invention, and business.  His presentation will focus on lessons he learned about developing and idea, starting a business, and 

selling the business.  For more information about the meeting, please contact Todd Johnson, Grant County Community Resource 

Development Agent at (608) 723-2125 or e-mail at todd.johnson@ces.uwex.edu or visit our website at grant.uwex.edu/ie.  

UW-Platteville plans 2 open-house session 

The University of Wisconsin-Platteville will be presenting the final Comprehensive Campus Master Plan Meeting, which 

will consist of two open-house sessions for faculty, staff, students and the Platteville Community. The sessions will be from 7 to 

8:30pm Monday, Feb 6th, and Tuesday, Feb 7, in the Nohr Gallery in Ullsvik Hall. 

Family Connections Moves to Platteville 

Family Connections has moved to Platteville! We are excited about our new office and opportunities that the Platteville 

Community offers our organization. Play Nô Learn will continue at Platteville United Methodist Church, 1065 S Lancaster St, 

Platteville through May 2012. Unfortunately, Lancaster Play Nô Learn has been discontinued until Lancaster funding opportuni-

ties become available. Our Platteville office is available for drop-in play, leading library opportunities, parenting and child care 

resources, and a child care resource room that includes a die-cut machine and laminator, computer, software, and internet access. 

Family Connections is a one stop resource for parents, grandparents, child care professionals and anyone in the business of Chil-

dren and families. Our new contact information is 5:30 S Water St, PO Box 647, Platteville, WI  53818, 1-800-267-1018 or 608-

348-2846.  

Family Connections' First Annual Masquerade Ball 

A formal event that celebrates children in our community with a sit down dinner, silent auction and dance. The event takes place 

on Saturday, February 18, 2012 at Velzy Commons in Ullsvik Hall at the University of Wisconsin Platteville. 6pm  - 11:30pm. 

Cost is $40. RSVPs can be sent to Family Connections. If you are interested in attending or donating to the auction, please con-

tact Julie at 348-2846. Donations are tax deductible and proceeds stay in our community to help support work that benefits chil-

dren and families in Southwest Wisconsin.  

WISCONSIN WINE CHOSEN BY THE MID -WEST GRAPE AND WINE CONFERENCE 

(Highland WI. ï January 27, 2012) The Midwest Grape and Wine Conference and Trade Show, the third largest industry 

show in the U.S., has chosen Spurgeon Vineyards Grand Raspberry to be served at its wine dinner.  This Wisconsin wine 

was selected from among 60 wines entered in the competition to be served at the 27th Annual Wine & Dine on February 11, 

2012.  The Conference and Trade Show will be held at the St. Charles Convention Center in St. Charles, Missouri from Febru-

ary 9-12, 2012.  Mary Spurgeon, co-owner and co-founder of Spurgeon Vineyards & Winery, said ñIt is quite an honor to 

have our Grand Raspberry chosen to be served to our peers.  With the wine industry growing by leaps and bounds, the level of 

wine quality has risen just as dramatically and competition is increasingly fierce.ò 

Spurgeon Vineyards & Winery near Highland Wisconsin (west of Madison off U.S. 80) is among the oldest wineries in Wis-

consin, having opened in 1982.  Glen Spurgeon, who founded the winery and vineyards with his wife Mary, is the winemaker.  

He said ñWe are proud of this vintage of Grand Raspberry.  This is the second time that Grand Raspberry has won prestigious 

recognition.  This wine was also recently awarded a Best of Class designation at the Inaugural Commercial Wine Competition 

at the 2011 Wisconsin State Fair.  The raspberries we used were of extremely high quality.   We were quite fortunate to be 

able to find them.  The resulting wine is sweet, rich with raspberry flavor and has a slight tartness on the finish to clear the 

palate.   The balance is wonderful.  Grand Raspberry will pair quite well with white meats or chocolate desserts.   It is also just 

a great sipping wine to be enjoyed with family and friends.ò 

When the Spurgeons opened their doors in 1982 there were approximately a dozen wineries in the state.  That number held 

steady over the next 20 years.   Since then, there has been tremendous growth in the Wisconsin wine industry. According to 

the results from the Report of the Wisconsin Wineries Survey 2011, there are 73 wineries that are bonded and operating in 

Wisconsin. This number is far greater than the 40-50 Wisconsin wineries that were reported even a few years ago. Since the 

survey was published in June 2011, this number has increased to over 80 wineries. 

 Chamber Member Corner Continued on  next page  

mailto:todd.johnson@ces.uwex.edu


The Rollo Jamison Museum Winter Toy Train Exhibit 
The first two weekends in February Feb. 4-5 and Feb. 11-12 from 10:00-4:00 

You'll have a change to see up to 25 running antique and modern electric trains including a large 10' x 30' G-scale 

layout.  There will also be standard gauge, O and HO layouts.  If you want, bring your own O gauge engine and 

run it on our track.  We'll have reproduced and original tin-type engines and accessories. For more information 

contact the museum by email or phone (608) 348-3301 

The Platteville Journal is organizing two bus trips to Miller Park this year. Details are below: 

Game 1 Saturday, April 7 (Opening Weekend) vs. Cardinals 

3:05 game time. Tickets will be section 206, starting in row 4 - right field loge. Pick up locations: Cuba City High School, Platte-

ville Walmart, and Madison (Stoughton Road Park and Ride off the Beltline) The cost is $75 per person and includes motorcoach 

transportation and ticket. 

Game 2 Sunday, May 13 (Mother's Day) vs. Cubs 

All -fan giveaway will be a bobblehead (not sure which one yet) 

1:10 game time. Tickets will be section 234, starting in row 3 - left field bleachers. Pick up locations: Cuba City High School, 

Platteville Walmart, and Madison (Stoughton Road Park and Ride off the Beltline). The cost is $75 per person and includes mo-

torcoach transportation and ticket.  

For those of you who have gone in the past, it has always been a great time.  

Interested? Contact Dan @ journaleditor@centurytel.net  

 Chamber Member Corneré Continued from page 4 

Save the Date!!!Save the Date!!!  
 

All Sports Spectacular! 
St. Mary School Dinner and Auction 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
.   

5:00pm  Social/Silent Auction 
6:00pm  Dinner 

7:00pm  Live Auction 
 

at UW-P- Ullsvik Center 
                Hope to see you there! 

For more info: http://school.stmaryplatteville.org  

2012 Kiwanis Celebrates their 90th Anniversary 

Platteville Kiwanis Club started in 1922 and is still going strong. Kiwanis  meets weekly on Tuesdays at noon at the Take 2  

Restaurant. This is a great opportunity to network and visitors are always welcome.  

Contact information: Beverly Johansen, 608-778-6492 

Wisconsin Badger Camp's Valentine's Dance 

Sunday, February 12, 2012. Starting at noon. Location: Pioneer Lanes, 1185 E Hwy 151, Platteville, WI 

Join us for a day of food, drinks, hourly raffles, music, and more as we celebrate Valentines Day and support 

Wisconsin Badger Camp!  
  

Tickets will be on sale through 
St. Mary School or after Masses 
beginning in March 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1280&bih=556&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=0hcbEnMvdBDPOM:&imgrefurl=http://kfhradio.ramp.com/s/1605266/high-school-sports.htm&docid=4PxJFXkauPJpAM&imgurl=http://kfhradio.ramp.com/hosting/media/kfhradio/1605266/sports.gif&w=427&h
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

MORE INFORMATION ON THIS EVENT AVAILABLE IN THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 
 

    1 
7AM PAIDC @ 

PBII 

 

4pm Women On 

Main @ 

Karrmann Law  

 

2 7:30AM  

Chamber 

Board @ 

Chamber 

 

8:30AM CLA 

@ Chamber  
6:30PM  

Rountree Gallery 

Board 

3 
Noon - Golf  

Outing  

Committee @ 

Chicagoôs Best 

4 
10am - 4pm 

Winter Toy 

Train Exhibit 

@ Rollo Jami-

son Museum 

5 
10am - 4pm 

Winter Toy Train 

Exhibit @ Rollo 

Jamison Museum 

 

1pmð4pm 

Spring Festival & 

Chinese New 

Year @  Velzy 

Commons 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm UWP Open-

House Session on 

Comprehensive 

Plan @ Nohr 

Gallery 

7 
 

 

 

7pm UWP Open-

House Session on 

Comprehensive 

Plan@ Nohr Gal-

lery 

 

7:30PM Dairy 

Days Committee 

@ Chicagoôs Best 

8  
7:30AM  

Executive  

Committee @ 

the Chamber 

 

10AM Tri-State 

Tourism Council 

@ Hotel Julian, 

Dubuque 

 

6pm Ballroom 

Dancing @ 

Steveôs Pizza 

9 

 

 
7pm Southwest 

Wisconsin 

Young  

Professionals @ 

Pioneer Lanes 

10 
 

 

 

 

DEADLINE TO 

RSVP FOR 

THE ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION 

11  
10am - 4pm 

Winter Toy 

Train Exhibit 

@ Rollo Jami-

son Museum 

 

Winter Festð

Lancaster 

12 
10am - 4pm 

Winter Toy Train 

Exhibit @ Rollo 

Jamison Museum  

13 
Noonð

Ambassadors @ 

the Ticket 

 

 

7:30PM School 

Board @  

Platteville Middle 

School 

14 
A Valentine Eve-

ning - Sinsinawa 

Mound 

 

7PM  

City Council @ 
Council Chambers 

15 
7:30AM Board 

of Directors @ 

Chamber  

16 
9amð4pm Busi-

ness Day in 

Madison for 

WMC 

17 
8:30am Tour-

ism Committee 

@ Chamber 

 

Chamberôs  

Annual  

Celebration @ 

Velzy Commons 
4:30 - Social Hour 

5:30 - Dinner 

6:15 - Program 

18 
6pm Family Con-
nectionsô Masquer-

ade Ball @ Velzy 

Commons 

Ski Busters Poker 

Run & Auctionð

Cassville 
Port of Potosi 

Caveman/woman 

Fundraiser 
Brewfest on Iceð

Dubuque 

 

19 20 
4pm Platteville 

Community Ar-

boretum @ GAR 

Room City Hall 

 

7pm Park Board - 

Council Chambers 

21   
4pm United We 

Prosper @ UWP  

22 

10AM Grant 

County Tourism 

Council @ 

Fennimore 

23 

8am Marketing 

& Business 

Committee @ 

Chamber 

 

1pm 4th of July 

Committee @ 

Chicagoôs Best 

24 
NoonðHog 

Roast Commit-

tee @ Take 2 

25 
Bald Eagle 

Appreciation 

Day in Prairie 

Du Chien 

 

26 

 

 

27 

Lenten Taize 

Prayer @  

Sinsinawa Mound 

 

7:30PM School 

Board @  

Platteville Middle 

School 

28 
 

 

7PM  

City Council @ 
Council Chambers 

29 

 
CLA Session #2 

@ UW-Platteville 

  
 

 

v 

v 

v v 

v 

Weekly Meetings: 

Tuesdays, Noon - Kiwanis @ Take 2 

Fridays, Noon -  Optimists @ Take 2 
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AMERICAN BANK & TRUST 

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE -  
      TOM KRATOCHWILL AGENCY 

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE -  
      ROBB PAQUETTE AGENCY 

ANCHORBANK F.S.B. 

ASHLEY FURNITURE HOMESTORE 

BAKER IRON WORKS 

BARD MATERIALS 

BEL-AIRE HOME IMPROVEMENT 

EARLE & JEAN BELLMEYER  

BE MOBILE/ VERIZON 

BIG M SELF STORAGE 

BILL'S PLUMBING & HEATING INC 

BLAIN'S FARM & FLEET 

BLOCK SCOTT & HEENAN LLC 

BLUE CHIP TRAINING 

BRIDAL BOUTIQUE 

BUILDING PLATTEVILLE INC 

BURBACH AQUATICS INC 

BUSCH INSURANCE AGENCY INC 

CABLE CAR TRAVEL AGENCY 

CARQUEST 

CEILING PRO 

CENTURY 21 SOUTHWESTERN REALTY 

CENTURYLINK 

CHESTER K BELL REAL ESTATE 

CHIROPRACTIC ASSOCIATES  
           OF PLATTEVILLE 

CLAYTON REAL ESTATE & AUCTION 

COMMUNITY INC  

COUNTRY INN OF PLATTEVILLE 

DAIRY QUEEN  

DALE CARNEGIE TRAINING 

HAP & BARB DAUS  

DAVIESTREK.COM 

DEAN HEALTH PLAN 

DIGMAN CONSTRUCTION 

DOCTORS PARK PHARMACY 

Renewing as of 

1/23/2012 

EDWARD JONES - BEN REEVES 

EDWARD JONES - AMANDA WRIGHT 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS 

ERIC FATZINGER 

FIDELITY BANK 

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PLATTEVILLE 

FOUR SEASONS LANDSCAPING  
     & NURSERY 

GARVEYôS AUTO SERVICE, LLC 

GENERAL ALUMINUM II/  
        PLATTEVILLE COLLISION CENTER 

GIRL SCOUTS OF WISCONSIN  

GOBIN & ALLION FLOORING  
        CENTER LLC 

GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF  
               SOUTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN 

HEARTLAND CREDIT UNION 

HEER OIL CO. INC 

KAY HELKER 

HONKAMP KRUEGER & CO, P.C.  

HONEYWELL SAFETY PRODUCTS 

DALE & CAROL ANN HOOD  

INGERSOLL PLUMBING & HEATING 

IVERSON CONSTRUCTION 

JAS CANDIES 

JOHNSON PRODUCTIONS 

KARRMANN LAW OFFICES LLC 

KMART #3970 

KOHN'S AUTO BODY 

KOPP MCKICHAN, LLP 

KOPP, JOE & KATHY 

L&M CORRUGATED CONTAINER 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY GENERAL STORE 

LAUFENBERG, STOMBAUGH  
      & JASSAK, S.C. 

LIVINGSTON STATE BANK 

MASONIC CENTER- 
        MELODY LODGE NO 2 



MCDONALDS RESTAURANT 

MERIDAN BODYWORK & MASSAGE LLC 

MIDWEST BUSINESS PRODUCTS 

MIDWEST TITLE CORP 

MOLO PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 

MY TIRES AUTO &  
         TRUCK SERVICE CENTER 

NETUX SOLUTIONS LLC 

NEWTON MANUFACTURING 

OUR HOUSE SENIOR LIVING 

PAPA MURPHYS  

PEPSI-COLA BOTTLING CO 

PIONEER LANES 

PLATTEVILLE BUSINESS INCUBATOR 

PLATTEVILLE COMMUNITY  
         ARBORETUM 

PLATTEVILLE COMMUNITY THEATER 

PLATTEVILLE DENTAL 
PLATTEVILLE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

PLATTEVILLE JOURNAL 
PLATTEVILLE MAIN STREET PROGRAM 

PRECISION AUTOMOTIVE 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS 
QTI GROUP, THE 
QUEENB RADIO WICONSIN, INC 
QUIZNOS #3846 
QUOTA INTERNATIONAL 
RADIO DUBUQUE, INC 
RICHARD FINANCIAL RESOURES 
ROSEMEYER JONES  
 CHIROPRACTIC, LLC 

ROUNTREE HALL APARTMENTS 
SARA INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE 
DAN SCHAEFER 
SCHRENK BROTHERS ROOFING, INC. 
SEDONA STAFFING SERVICES 
DEBI SIGWARTH 
SNAP FITNESS - PLATTEVILLE 

Renewing as of 

1/23/2012 

SOUTHWEST DESIGN  
          ASSOCIATES, INC 

SOUTHWEST OPPOR. CENTER, INC. 
SOUTHWEST WORKFORCE  
         DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

ST MARYS HOME AND SCHOOL 
STEVES PIZZA/PERFECT PINT/ 
          CAPTAINS COVE 

SUN TAN CITY 
CINDY TANG 
TASHNER VISION CLINIC, LLC 
TIC--THE INSURANCE CENTER 
TIMMERMAN'S TALENTS LLC 
TRAVIS TRANEL 
TRICOM RADIO SHACK 
TRICOR INSURANCE  
            & FINANCIAL SERVICES 

TRI-COUNTY TITLE SERVICES, LLC 
TUESCHER PHOTOGRAPHY 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
UNITED WAY 
UW-PLATTEVILLE  
UW-PLATTEVILLE FOUNDATION 
VAASSEN,  PLUEMER CPA'S, LLC 
VON GLAHN AUTO SALES 
WAITE FAMILY DENTAL, LLC 
WESTVIEW METHODIST CHURCH 
WEYGANT'S APPLIANCE & MATTRESS 

WISCONSIN BADGER CAMP 





Confucius Institute Office  

 
(#16 on Campus Map) 

 

Office Phone: 608.342.1310  

 

Office fax: 608.342.1005  

 

confucius@uwplatt.edu 

 

107 Royce Hall  

1 University Plaza 

Platteville, WI 53818 

mailto:confucius@uwplatt.edu










PLATTEVILLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

December 21, 2011 

MINUTES  

Those present:  Bahr, Boldt, Cullen, Melby, G. Osterholz, T. Osterholz, Patnaude, Pluemer, Rupp and Kopp.  

Also present was in-coming Board member, Mike Olds. 

Those absent: Vaassen, Pahl, Luedtke, McKinley, McWilliams, Nevins and Daus.  

President Melby called the meeting to order.   The Platteville Journal was acknowledged as our December 

beverage sponsor.  Bahr moved to approve the minutes from the November 16th and November 21st meetings.  

Cullen seconded.  Motion carried.  The approved minutes of the Executive Committee of November 8th were 

acknowledged. 

Kopp gave the financial report for November.  Dues revenue reached an all-time high of $64,037 with bundled 

sponsorships reaching $2,250.  Room tax receipts (4th quarter 2010 and 1st, 2nd & 3rd quarter 2011) are at 

$54,375, under the projected $57,366.  Tourism expenditures were $60,370 and it was noted that the increase 

was due to additional advertising that the Chamber did for tourism promotion.  There is a deficit of $5,995 

with additional expenses coming in the month of December.  Total expenditures are $183,572 with a result of 

receipts over expenditures of $15,853.  Boldt move to approve the financial report.  Cullen seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Old Business:  

There was a lengthy discussion on the room tax issue with the City.  It was agreed that Kopp would meet with 

Vaassen Pluemer to see what they would suggest as a format.  Olds suggested that we bring in someone from 

the Department of Tourism to advise us.   

 

New Business:  

Kopp presented a proposed budget for 2012 that includes tourism ($56,000 budget was approved by the Tour-

ism Commission at their last meeting) and Chamber.  It shows a balanced budget of $179,431 which is the 

same as 2011.  It was explained that due to the fact that the room tax revenue was less than projected for 2011, 

that budget was reduced by $1700 for 2012.  The tourism line item that was reduced was for wages.  That 

$1700 will be reflected in the Chamberôs budget as an increase in wages (although no wage increases are in 

place for staff for 2012).  The full itemization of the line items were not finished but will be presented in Janu-

ary.  G. Osterholz moved to approve the $179,431 budget for 2012.  Rupp seconded.  Motion carried. 

Kopp noted that she is assisting the Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce (the State Chamber organiza-

tion) to host a roundtable on ñskills gapò with manufacturers.  The preliminary date is January 30th. 

There was discussion streamlining the board meetings and making the meetings more efficient.  It was agreed 

that our programming has expanded to the point where one-hour meetings are difficult to maintain.  We have a 

number of ex-officio members and it was also agreed that we should be utilizing their input and support to a 

greater degree than we are able to do at our meetings.  Kopp and Sigwarth will be meeting with Chancellor 

Shields to see if he is interested in maintaining the United We Prosper group and utilize the members of our ex

-officio members to a greater degree through that venue.  It was noted that our bylaws stated that ex-officio 

positions are created at the discretion of the Board.  Bahr moved that we dissolve the ex-officio positions at 

this time and move into the United We Prosper forum.  Sigwarth seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Executive Director Report: 

Kopp noted that they are working with the Department of Tourism on the Mitten Promotion (between Wiscon-

sin and Michigan).  We are going to have a community assessment facilitated by Department of Tourism staff 

which will begin in early April.  The Board will be compiling a list of participants for a 20-member task force.  

The Chamberôs Tourism Committee will be meeting again in January.  There are two prospective businesses 

that Kopp is currently working with, one who will be opening a new business on Main Street and one who is 

interested in a bakery.  Family Video appears to be moving.  



P A G E  1 8  

Thank  

You!  

Committee Reports: 

In the essence of time, only several committee reports were given.  Others were tabled until January. 

Chamber Ambassadors: 49th Annual Celebration is set for Friday, February 17th @ UWP.   

Marketing & Business Committee: Tabled. 

Platteville Welcomes You:  Tabled. 

Community Leadership Alliance: Tabled. 

Governmental Affairs: Tabled. 

Tourism: Tabled. 

Education: T. Osterholz noted that he met with Rupp and they have organized a ñConcealed Weaponsò work-

shop on January 25th.  Attorney Mike Olds will be the presenter.  Location hasnôt been decided. 

Buildings & Grounds: Tabled. 

Retail Committee: Tabled. 

Ex-officio Reports:  None. 

 

 

It was noted that today is Lori Bahr and Matt Melbyôs last meeting.  Bahr was thanked for her six years of ser-

vice, including her year as President.  Melby was thanked for his three years of service, including his leader-

ship role this year as President.  Terry Vaassen, who was not able to make the meeting, was also thanked for 

his dedication to the Chamber.  Vaassen has completed a six-year term and had previously served six years in 

the early 1990ôs.  These board members will be recognized at the Annual Celebration and Virtue Awards night 

in February. 

Bahr moved to adjourn.  T. Osterholz seconded.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 8:20AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kathy Kopp 

Executive Director 
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